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Bruce Akin retires as CEO of B.A.S.S, effective September 30

MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis 
Tigers head men’s basketball 
coach Penny Hardaway has an-
nounced the addition of Robb 
Hornett to the program as 
Strength and Conditioning 
Coach. 
 Hornett, who brings NBA ex-
perience to Memphis, spent the 
previous three seasons in a simi-
lar role at Saint Louis University. 
In addition to working with Bil-
liken student-athletes, Hornett 
designed, managed and equipped 
Saint Louis’ weight-training fa-
cility and led the sports nutrition 
staff. 
 Prior to joining the Billikens, 
Hornett spent one year as assis-
tant strength and conditioning 
coach for the Golden State War-

Bruce Akin, B.A.S.S. CEO

 From the Outdoor Wire 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — After 
10 years serving as CEO of 
B.A.S.S., Bruce Akin will be re-
tiring September 30, company of-
ficials announced Monday. 
B.A.S.S. Chairman Chase Ander-
son will be assuming responsibil-
ity for the organization’s 
day-to-day operations and serv-

ing as CEO. 
 Over the past year, Akin oversaw 
the beginning of a new multiyear 
television deal with FOX Sports, 
which ensured live broadcast 
coverage for every Elite Series 
event and the Bassmaster Classic 
for the first time in history. The 

eight hours of live coverage dur-
ing the 2021 Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic 
presented by Huk reeled in 
nearly 2 million viewers to the 
FOX broadcast network and 
FS1. 
Under Akin’s leadership, 
B.A.S.S. also set records for at-
tendance at both the Bassmaster 
Classic and Elite Series events, 
introduced junior, high school 

and kayak tournament trails, re-
vived the Redfish Cup Cham-
pionship and recorded growth in 
almost every facet of its busi-
ness, including membership, 
viewership, readership and digi-
tal engagement, with record-
breaking engagement on 
Bassmaster.com and Bassmaster 
social media channels in 2021. 
“I am incredibly proud of every-
thing B.A.S.S. has accomplished 
in the past decade and am espe-
cially excited about the growth 
we’ve seen as a brand and across 
our sport,” Akin said. “During a 
challenging time, we’ve seen 
how important fishing is and 
how people gravitate to the out-
doors, and I look forward to see-
ing how the industry continues 
to serve anglers. B.A.S.S. has a 
storied history and a bright fu-
ture, but I am excited to get 
started on this next chapter in 
my life. 
“Through working with our as-
sociates, anglers and sponsors 
I’ve made some great friends in 
this industry. It really will be the 

people I’ll miss most.” 
Akin originally planned to retire 
last year but stayed on to guide 
the organization through the pan-
demic, ensuring that the Bass-
master Elite Series completed its 
full schedule. This solid leader-
ship during an uncertain time was 
part of why Akin was named one 
of the Birmingham Business 
Journal’s Executives of Influence 
for 2020. 
Akin is a respected and effective 
leader in the sportfishing industry 
as part of the American Sportfish-

ing Association Board of Direc-
tors and as an active member of 
the Center for Sportfishing Pol-
icy and Keep America Fishing. 
He has also long been active in 
civic affairs, serving the com-
munity as part of the board of ad-
visors for The University of 
Alabama College of Communi-
cation and Information Sciences, 
board of directors of the St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital Foundation and 
Leadership Birmingham. 
“Bruce has been instrumental in 
growing B.A.S.S. over the past 
decade and has demonstrated a 
tireless dedication to serving our 
associates, anglers, members, 
fans and business partners,” said 
Anderson. “Bruce’s leadership 
has been instrumental in posi-
tioning B.A.S.S. as the growth-
focused industry leader we are 
today. Thanks to Bruce’s solid 
guidance, we are better posi-
tioned for the future and focused 
on being the leader in the sport-
fishing industry for many years 
to come.” 
Anderson Media Corp. acquired 
controlling interest in B.A.S.S. in 

 Over the past year, Akin 
oversaw the beginning of a 
new multiyear television deal 
with FOX Sports, which en-
sured live broadcast coverage 
for every Elite Series event 
and the Bassmaster Classic 
for the first time in history.

“I am incredibly proud of ev-
erything B.A.S.S. has accom-
plished in the past decade 
and am especially excited 
about the growth we’ve seen 
as a brand and across our 
sport,” Akin said. “During a 
challenging time, we’ve seen 
how important fishing is and 
how people gravitate to the 
outdoors, and I look forward 
to seeing how the industry 
continues to serve anglers...” 

2017 and Anderson has been 
working as Chairman of B.A.S.S. 
LLC while also serving on the 
board of directors and in strategic 
roles for several other Anderson 
family-owned companies. 
“I have been working directly 
with our associates, anglers and 
business partners for the past 
four years, and am excited for the 
opportunity to expand my role 
and work more closely with ev-
eryone in a more hands-on ca-
pacity. Much of my time has 
been spent on the operations of 
B.A.S.S., and I look forward to 
dedicating even more of my time 
to working with our great team as 
we continue to grow. My family 
and I have always had a long-
term view of the business and or-
ganization, and I’m really excited 
about our future. I have so en-
joyed working closely with 
Bruce and he’s been a great men-
tor and friend. I wish him the ab-
solute best in retirement.” 
No other changes to the organ-
ization’s daily operations are cur-
rently planned. 
 
About B.A.S.S. 
 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, 
events and media platforms, is 
the worldwide authority on bass 
fishing and keeper of the culture 
of the sport, providing cutting 
edge content on bass fishing 
whenever, wherever and ho-
wever bass fishing fans want to 
use it. Headquartered in Birming-
ham, Ala., the 515,000-member 
organization’s fully integrated 
media platforms include the in-
dustry’s leading magazines 
(Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 

Tigers add Robb Hornett as Strength and Conditioning Coach  

riors. That followed a three-year 
tenure at Virginia, where he was 
assistant strength and condition-
ing coach for the basketball pro-
grams. Hornett also served two 
years as head performance spe-
cialist for EXOS/Air Force Spe-
cial Operations, one year as head 
strength and conditioning coach 
at Indiana University Health 
Sports Performance and two 
years as a strength and condition-
ing intern coach with the Indiana 
Pacers. 
  Hornett earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Sports Per-
formance, Physical Education 
and Health at Marian University 
in Indianapolis, and he is pursu-
ing a master’s degree in High-
Performance Sport at Australian 

Catholic University in Mel-
bourne. He is certified as a 
strength and conditioning coach 
by the National Strength & Con-
ditioning Association, as a per-
formance enhancement specialist 
by the National Academy of 
Sports Medicine and at FMS 
Level 1 by Functional Move-
ment. 
  
Hornett also has published two 
articles in the Journal of Strength 
& Conditioning. 
  
The Tigers won the 2021 NIT 
championship and finished the 
2020-21 season with a 20-8 
record. The 20-win season last 
year was Memphis’ fourth in a 
row, including all three seasons 

under Hardaway. The Tigers are 
one of just 14 schools in the na-
tion with four-straight 20-win 
seasons to their credit. 
  
Hardaway has won 63 games in 
three seasons as Tigers head 
coach, which is the third-most 
among 50 head coaches hired be-
fore the 2018-19 season. 
  
The Tigers are slated to return 
three of their top-five scorers 
from a season ago in Landers 
Nolley II (13.1 ppg), DeAndre 
Williams (11.7 ppg) and Lester 
Quinones (9.5 ppg). Joining the 
trio and the rest of the returning 
players are newcomers John 
Camden (F, 6-8, Downington, 
Pa.), Jalen Duren (C, 6-10, Sha-

ron Hill, Pa.), Chandler Lawson 
(F, 6-8, University of Oregon), 
Johnathan Lawson (F, 6-6, Mem-
phis, Tenn.), Josh Minott (G, 6-9, 
Boca Raton, Fla.), Sam Onu (C, 
6-11, Malvern, Pa.) and Earl 
Timberlake (G, 6-6, University 
of Miami). 
  How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Basketball, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media chan-
nels on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook.  
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